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I still oolieve it is a righteous charge,
and will continue to present the mat-

ter to the Board from time to time.

Charlevoix County
I Probate Court.

(By Judge of Probate J. n Harris Holiday Furniture,
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two cases, undsr a strict Interpretati-
on of the statute. 1 haye always felt
that 1 ouf lit not to charge these be-

cause in a sense 1 was employed and
paid lf the pmple of the county on a
salary basis. Other J udges of Probate
in other counties chargs these fees
lawfully and receive them from the
county, so I am Informed by the .lud-fe- s

themselves. In addition to that,
since being elected to thisoffics I have
tried to equip mvself for the perform-
ance of the duties as well as possible,
taking advantage of all ur .vis to prop-

erly inform myself, and one very effic-

ient source of valuaols information
which ought to at least reflect itself
In the woik of the Probate office, and
1 he.i iev.-does- is the State Association
of Probate Judges. 1 have never fail-

ed to at) end a meeting of the Associat-
ion since assuming the duties of this
office, speudingmy own time and pay-

ing my own expenses, while in tevera.
counties of the slate the oounties
think it worth their while to pay the
necessary expense of their Probate
J udge while attending these meetings.
In connection with my law practice it
often happens that I Incur expenses
for clients amounting to seveial hund-
red dollars upon my own judgment.
1 have tried to treat the coonty in the
same wny; I believe that the expense
of clerk hire is a legitimate charge
against the county, that it Is eqult
able, and that it is the duty of the
county to pay it, and in presenting
the bill to the Board of Supervisors I

have made the same representation to
the Board of Supervisors that 1 make
here, and the Board have thought
that it was right and politic to do It.

Nothing quite so appropriate as a piece of
handsome Furniture for a Holiday Present and we
have it in abundance. Come in and look over our
fine stock.

Rocking Chairs
Book Cases

Toilet Sets
Pictures ; Frames

Are just a few of the many suitable things we have
for Holiday giving.

C. H. WHITTINGTON.
Furniture and Undertaking.

Phone No. 66.

'and while 1 cannot in an article of
this character explain all of the things
that 1 would liko to explain, anyone
who is interested enough to go Into a
further discussion of the affairs of the
Probate office with me I shall be glad
at any time to give them my time and
attention, and show them anything
and everything pertaining to the office
whether they may know about it or
not.

And I might add that tho same
critic alfo says that I had held office
in tho county for eight years, and that
1 am not willing to retire, and that it
is time to retire me. I have only this
thought in reply to that, and that is,
that in many of the older counties
where the business of the Probate office
becomes important as the wealth and
population of ths couaty increases
they are retaining competent Prolmte
Judges in office from term to term;
several Judges of my acquaintance
are now serving from their fourth
term up. I eiieve that every man Is
entitled to till an office just as long as
his conduct with the office make it
profitable for the people to keep him
there, and 1 do not now know whether
It may tie to my interest to fill out the
succeeding term that I have been

j elected to. or whether I shall ever
consider it profitable to be a candidate
tor this or any other office In the fut-lur- e,

but whether 1 do or not 1 shall
endeaver to discharge theduties of the
office along the lines that I think are
lawful and right, and in the future to
accept this or any Other 0006 to which
tiie people mav see fit to elect me, and
in my judgment is to my advantage to
accept.

John M. Harris.
JUDOI of Probate,
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I have the most complete line of everything you
can possibly want in

GROCERIES
and shall be glad to supply your wants at lowest

possible prices.

We solicit a share of your patronage.

WILL RICHARDSON.

p si ii ess
U L

Manufacturers of

LIGHT & HEAVY HARNESS
Carry a Complete Line of

CCTTKRB, SlEIOHB, WaGONS, BtANKKTS, IioBES,

Trunks, Bags, Etc.,

And all HORSE CLOTHING.

amount is fixed, based upon the popul-

ation of thrt difierent counties. From
1892 to 1894 the population of this
county was less than Ten Thousand
and the salary was then Six Hundred
dollars. The census of 1894 showed an
Increase in population to between
11,000 and 12,000. and the salary from
that time on was $750.00 per year, and
an amendment was made to the state
law by a recent act of t he legislature
changing the basis of fixing the salar-
ies, and the effect of the change of the
law was to fix the nominal amount of
the salary for this county at fttoo 00.

The cersus of 1900 showed the pop-ul-at

ion of the county to be 14, oh) but
this did not affect tlo- - salary. The
census taken in June, 1904. showed the
population of the county to bo approx-
imately 10.500, which made the mini-
mum aim uut of salary $1200.00. The
Board of Supervifers of this county
have never given the Probate Judge
more than tho minimum salary allow-e- d

by law.
To the second criticism my reply is

that evidently the author of this criti
cism knows as little about the affairs
of the Probate Court as any other man,
woman or child in the County, or he
would not have made this criticism ,

assuming that the criticisms are all
honestly made. During my term of
office I have appointed each Monday
as a regular day of holding Probate
Court, and no other Probate Judge
had, up to that time founl it neces-
sary to regularly hold a term of Court
every Monday, but the regular terms
were fixed at the first Monday in the
month. Theresson for this, no doubt,
is the increased business In the Pro-

bate office. Aside from holding Court
at Charlevoix on these regular days,
my office at BorneClty Is always open
for the transaction of Probate busi-
ness, and there have been but few
days in any week in my present term
in which Probate business has not
been transacted at my office, In fact,
all of the territory contiguous to
Boyne City and esst of here do their
probate work in the office at Boyne
City on other days than Monday, and
much of this work relating to the fi-

ling of petitions, making out accounts,
and other things is dons by competent
help In my office, paid by me individu-
ally, and whether I am present or not.
And further, when the $000.00 salary
was paid the assessed valuation of the
county did not exceed Two Millions,
while now the assessed valuation is
Five and a half Millions, nearly. This
means not only tbat we have more
estates to administer, but that the
estates are larger and much more re-

sponsibility is attached to the busi-
ness now than at that time. And also
the duties of the Probate Court have
been increased materially since then.
The Probate Judge is given more work
under the Draiu Law, The Inherit-
ance Tax Law. and the Board of Elect
ion Commissioners that I now recall.

To the third criticism my reply Is

this: That it is necessary that the
Probate Judge have a clerk present in
the Probate office on regular court
days at least to sscure the proper tiling
of papers and the proper recording of
the same. This is a very important
matter, and 1 believe I can fearlessly
say that this matter has been properly
attended to during my term of office,
and that any Inquiry addressed to the
Probate office for Information that is
on file there can be promptly found,
and if it relates Wo any proceedings
during my administration that fuil
and complete information can be
given promptly from the records of
the office. My experience is that this
can only be done, in the present vol-

ume of business, with the assistance
of a Probate Clerk to properly care for
the papers and record the same. But
my critic sesms to think that if this
were true that I sboald bear that ex-

pense. It should he borne in mind
that the Probate Judge is serving at a
minimum salary and that he ought
not to be required to employ such add-

itional help as is necessary wit h his
own efforts to the proper conduct of
the offi e, and if this were not a justi
flcation then 1 would add that, at my
own xpense in my Boyne City office
that I ha a OOtapi ent assistant as
wd as fieoograpli r win h enables
me to do prompt i , and correctly much
more business than can be done by ny
indiviaaal himself. This also is paid
by me. In addition to that, certain
fees allowed by law for copies of papers
are rightfully the perquisites of the
office, and when ihee perquisites are
ehmjreab e to t! eotlhtT, U I ti us in
all insane cases ;is well as in many
nthOf matters, I have never secured
these fee from the HMIQfJ, ah ft

tho time the criticism was made, in
two cases then pending in my Court, 1

Ngftftd up these fec.v iiinl found that
they amounted to Bfc ven dollars in the

GO'ATES & ELfKE
Carry a complete line of

Portland Cutters on Springs
and Portland Cutters without springs,

Light and Heavy Sleighs.

Gunsmithing a Specialty.
Repairing Promptly Attended To.

We have the nit est

During the campaign just passed
the following criticiums of the Probata
Judge's office wer made bytlieEasi
Jordan Enterprise and extensively
circulated throughout the county, and
it max be that iudi virtual other than
the editor ot the p tper are curl-- to
know the facts relative to the admin-

istration of this importantoftice. The
criticisms w ai follows:

1. During Mti-lg- Stroud adminis-

tration tHe salary of the oflice was Six
Hundred dollars, ami that now it is

welve Hundred.
2. That I drew One Hundred doll-

ars a BOOtta from the County fo. four
day's work.

3. That Judge Stroud nevr had
any allowance for clerk hire, while the
present administration had drawn in
one year something like Fifty dollars
for cierk hire.

I did not reply to these criticism? In

any public way during the campaign
for the reason that I felt thai anything
that might be ssid would be taken as
comlftg from me at that time with a
purpose of placing myself in es favor-

able a light as possible for my own
advantage in the campaign.

Thaaffulrs of the Probate office are
too important, and so little Is known
of the details by the taxpayers gener-

ally of the county and the public at
large, and often by the Dract icing
attorneys that It Is easy, In my opin-

io to create a more erroneous impres-

sion in the public mind relative to the
administration of this office than now

exists.
I also believe it to be true that there

In no public office in the county which
the correct administration of its
affairs means so much to so many

peop'j as does the administration of

the affairs tn Probate Court. The
Probate Court differs from all other
Courts in our system of jurisprudence
in this, that the great bulk of the
matters are decided without the aid
and assistance of discussions by legal

counsel. In fact, most of the legal

papers are drafted by the Court Itselt
and passed upon by him. nnd the In-

dividuals with any kind of interests at
stake In Probate Court nearly always
lesH the entire dispoeition of these
interests to the Court itself. And so

little of Probate Court business has
been dene by practicing attorneys in

the newer counties of Michigan that
the attorneys themselves have not
kept posted in Probate practise; and
no matter how genial and accommo
dating the Probate Judge may be it is

quite possible for him to make sn
error in the administration of any
estate, wbich for the time being, will

not be known to himself or to others
whom it affects until long years after
when the error may show up affecting
valuable rights, and oftentimes does

this occur after it Is too late to correct
the error. I make this statement be-

cause I have in mind, coming under
my own knowledge, divers cases of this
character as well as many others v here
theerrors bae had to b corrected by

pr Feeding taken later.
In the newer counties there have

oeen times in the earlier history of the
county wlisn the pioneer has died and
has beo burled that has been all that
there has been O, it. Sc we find that
in the earlier history of this county
the Probate office has been regarded
first as a nominal affair, the duties of

. hlch anyone conld perform as well as
another, and carrying with It merely a
nominal compensation. Later as t he
county grew Ihe business of the pro-

bate office has increased; the residents
of the county have cleared up farms,
and have succeeded in a business, in-

dustrial and professional way in ac
cumulating a little property, which In
a Ins cases out of ten, upon their death
must be administered and distributed

,tiu-oug- the Probate Court. This has
cominued until in Chsrlevolx ounty
at present It has become, as is above
stated, a very Important part of the
judicial system of thr County, peculi
ar in Itself, and carrying witbita
great responsibility In many wavs t
the man who administers its affairs.

My reply to the several criticisms of
the Enterprise is made not that I,
any snore than any other citizen, may
be particularly benefited by It but
that the actual conditions may be
understood and appreciated by the
public M bo support Ite ufll

To the fiist Criticism the answer is:
Tfci criticism was. no doubt, aim d a(

the Board of ftupefylaon fny paying to
high a salary, hot MM BoStfd of Super
visors have nocoMrol ovt-- r t lie samrt
within certain limils the salary is
fixed by state law, and a minimum

FUR COATS line of these goods to be
found in Charlevoix County. Get one and

laugh at winter's cold.

BOOSINGER BROS
We have bought the entire Rubber and Furnishing Goods

Stock of Mrs. Newson which has put us in a position
to offer you

EXCEPTIONAL BARGAINS
In Men's, Women's, Boys' and Misses' Rubbers,

Underwear, Socks, Shirts, Gloves and
other Dry Goods.

Some of the Bargains
We are offering:

Women's regular 5oc Underwear 35c per garment.
Children's regular 25c, 35c and 50c Underwear from

10c to 25c.
Men's Heavy Work Shirts, real value from $1.00 to

$3.00, our closing out price 40c to $1.50.
All goods are choice and genuine bargains at the

prices we offer.
We have added to the above line a large quantity of

own stock making extraordinary bargains
for cash buyers.

Splendid Values in
Ladies' Misses1 Winter Coats.

This is a crreat opportunity to buy a winter carmen t lusl r.

very height of the season at a bargain price. Make an e arly
selection and secure choice of the assortment.

Quality First of All
Our Motto. BOOSINGER BROS


